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examination, it will be found, however, that precisely
the poorest and most backward part of the British
Isles, Ireland, is the part that increased most rapidly,
till its progress was arrested by famine and whole-
sale emigration. The population of Ireland is given
by Mulhall as 2,373,000 in 1752. In 1841 it was
8,195,000, that is, it had increased between three
and fourfold. During the same period, England had
increased from 7,000,000 to 16,000,000, or from
two to threefold, and Scotland from 1,265,000 to
2,620,000, that is, had just about doubled itself.
The most thrifty and progressive of the three countries
showed the smallest increase. Such as this increase
was, however, it was undoubtedly due in part to an
immigration from Ireland. Since the peasantry of
Ireland have earned higher wages, and acquired a
larger proprietorship in their native land, they have
ceased to increase at any rapid rate. England,
therefore, is now the capital example of a highly
civilised country that doubles in sixty years; for
even Germany cannot exhibit anything like the same
rate of progression. The average for all Europe is
to double in about a century.1 Against this, we
have the negro doubling in forty years, and the
Hindoo in about eighty,2 under circumstances which
have no doubt been highly favourable, but which are

1  In 1849 Alison wrote that "the population of the Russian Empire
was about 64,000,000, and was likely to be 130,000,000 by natural
increase before 1900.    In 1887 it was returned as 107,000,000, but
of these 5,000,000 are accounted for by acquisitions in Central Asia.
Russia, however, confirms the general rule  that nations with a low
standard of comfort increase faster than nations with a high standard
under fairly similar conditions of peace and order.

2  In 1881 the population of British India amounted to 198,790,853
persons.    In 1891 it was estimated at 220,500,000.    The acquisition
of Upper Bunnah accounts only for 3,000,000.